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AN UNLISTED ST. LOUIS COUNTERSTAMP 


by 


Eric P. Newman 


The worn 1803 U.S. half dollar, whose obverse is counterstamped H. M. 


Brown / St Louis M®, is apparently the earliest dated U.S. coin bearing a 
Missouri counterstamp. 


H. M. Brown was listed in St. Louis city directories as a gunsmith working 
and living at 26 1/2 Olive (1838-1839) and 28 Olive (1840-1841). The Federal 
census of 1840 recorded Henry M. Brown as self-employed in "manufactures 
and trades." His occupation as gunsmith provides insight into the purposes of 
the counterstamp, which identified the guns he made and turned coins into 
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advertisements for his business. In 1842, Brown moved to Oak St. between 
2nd and 3rd. 


The personal history of Henry M. Brown and his family is fragmented. He 
immigrated to St. Louis either from New York or Kentucky (the Census 
taker's poor handwriting obscures this fact). Brown lived in St. Louis from 
1838 through at least 1841. He marrried fifteen-year-old Martha Ann 
Williams on May 2, 1838 when he was 24 years old. Martha was a Missouri 
native whose parents, Olly and Mary J. Williams, owned a farm in St. Louis 
County. Olly Williams emigrated from Ireland and Mary was born in 
Virginia. The 1840 census also revealed that he owned a female slave 
between the ages of 10 and 24. 


Henry and his wife Martha had a daughter under the age of 5 when the 1840 
census was taken. She is not included in the detailed 1850 census. Since 
there is no record of the Browns in any city directory after 1842, not are they 
listed in the St. Louis City cesnsus for either 1847 or 1849, it seems 
reasonable to assume that the Browns moved from St. Louis City sometime 
during or after 1842. In 1850, however, they lived with Martha's parents in 
the 82nd district of St. Louis County. There is no information as to when this 
move occurred, but Henry was still listed as a gunsmith in the 1850 Federal 
census. Ties to the Williams side of the family were strong enough that the 
Browns named their son after Martha's father. Ollie Brown was born 
sometime in 1849. Perhaps they all prospered in St. Louis County on the 
Williams farm. 


